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Obstetrics and GynecologyIn this issue of the Journal, we are happy to introduce the win-
ners of the 2014 Taiwanese Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology
(TJOG) Outstanding Research Paper Award. The awards were
selected from among research papers published in the 2014 print
issues of the TJOG. The 2014 TJOG Outstanding Research Article
Golden Award winner is Dr Peng-Hui Wang, for his research paper
entitled “Gene expression of cumulus cells in women with poor
ovarian response after dehydroepiandrosterone supplementation”
[1]. This paper was co-authored with Dr Tsui, who is a chief of the
Reproductive Center in Kaohsiung Veterans General Hospital,
Kaohsiung, Taiwan. The 2014 TJOG Outstanding Research Article Sil-
ver Award winner is Dr S.W. Steven Shaw, for his research paper
entitled “Therapeutic potential of amniotic-ﬂuid-derived stem
cells on liver ﬁbrosis model in mice” [2]. Both winners received
their honors at the Annual Meeting of the Taiwan Association of Ob-
stetrics and Gynecology on March 14 and 15, 2015, held in Tai-
chung, Taiwan.
The golden award-winning research article by DrWang and col-
leagues was published in the December 2014 issue. The study pro-
vided molecular evidence to explain why women with a poor
ovarian response (POR) might beneﬁt from dehydroepiandroster-
one (DHEA) treatment. The authors, on the basis of observations
of clinical outcome [3], further investigated 24 potential genes.
The data showed that the expression of genes involved in extracel-
lular matrix formation was signiﬁcantly increased, whereas the
expression of genes related to cell development, differentiation,
and apoptosis regulation was decreased. The authors pioneered
the study of gene changes in cumulus cells after DHEA treatment
and would like to explore the molecular mechanisms of DHEA
treatment and its effects on reproduction. The importance of this
article is its use of scientiﬁc evidence to clarify the role of DHEA
in women with POR, because this condition, estimated to occur in
5e18% of in vitro fertilization (IVF) cycles, presents a signiﬁcant
challenge in assisted reproductive technology. These women,
with poor responses, have poor IVF outcomes with extremely low
pregnancy rates (2e4%), despite the use of various stimulation pro-
tocols and downregulation strategies. Many therapeutic agents and
modiﬁed methods have been used to try to improve the outcome,
but the results were not satisfactory. However, we are encouraged
that any potential agent, whether derived from endogenous and/or
exogenous sources, that is supposed to be beneﬁcial for human
health, can be tested scientiﬁcally [4,5].
The silver award-winning research article by Dr Shaw and col-
leagues was published in the June 2014 issue [2]. The authorshttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tjog.2015.03.003
1028-4559/Copyright © 2015, Taiwan Association of Obstetrics & Gynecology. Publishedstudied the high prevalence of a chronic illness in Taiwandliver
ﬁbrosis. Liver ﬁbrosis, especially secondary to hepatitis, is a
long-term major health issue in Taiwan [5,6]. Dr Shaw and col-
leagues successfully identiﬁed and puriﬁed stem cells from amni-
otic ﬂuiddcalled amniotic ﬂuid-derived stem cells (mAFSCs)d
which ameliorate liver ﬁbrosis, based on the observation that
these mAFSCs might fuse with recipient liver cells [2]. The purpose
of amniocentesis continues to be focused mainly on the detection
of chromosomal abnormalities and well-known clinically evident
or hereditary genetic diagnoses [7], although some noninvasive
prenatal tests have been reported to show very similar accuracy
rates [8]. However, if the contents of amniotic ﬂuid could be put
to further clinical use, for example, in liver ﬁbrosis as shown by
Dr Shaw, this would be very welcome. Of most importance,
mAFSCs might then be spared from the risk of teratoma formation
and the ethical concerns [2].
We are pleased to congratulate both of our award-winning doc-
tors on their winning of the TJOG Outstanding Research Article
Award. In addition, wewould like to invite all of our readers and re-
searchers to submit their best works to TJOG. Their support not only
helps to promote women's health, but also helps TJOG to continu-
ously increase its inﬂuence on the obstetrics and gynecology ﬁeld.
Furthermore, the award-winning articles can be effective ways to
demonstrate the impact of such research, when writing grant pro-
posals or job applications. Our warmest invitation has been pub-
lished [9] and detailed information on submission is available on
the Journal website (http://www.elsevier.com/journals/taiwanese-
journal-of-obstetrics-and-gynecology/1028-4559/guide-for-
authors). We are looking forward to receiving more submissions
soon.
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